
 

Following screenings at Vail, Dallas  
and Beverly Hills--where it picked up 
awards for Best Cinematography a 
nd the Audience Choice Award for Best 
Documentary--A Surprise in Texas is 
coming to theaters statewide  
on May 14.  
 
A Surprise in Texas: The Thirteenth  
Van Cliburn International Piano 
Competition (click on image to view 
trailer) directed by EMMY Award- 
winning director Peter Rosen brings  
the viewer backstage during the  
rigorous three-week competition 
schedule in May and June 2009, and 
offers insight into the daily lives of  
the six Competition finalists while in  
Fort Worth.  
 
Representatives of the Cliburn Foundation will be at each of the three 
Dallas/Fort Worth theaters on the evening of May 14 to greet 
moviegoers and answer questions after the film, including:  

 Van Cliburn and Director Peter Rosen - The Rave Ridgmar 
Fort Worth  

 Alann Sampson, Cliburn Chairman of the Board and Executive 
Director pro tem at The Angelika Dallas  

 Shields-Collins Bray, Artistic director of special programs for 
the Cliburn at The Angelika Plano  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=sbmlxsdab.0.0.esnwxpbab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cliburn.org%2F&id=preview�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=sbmlxsdab.0.0.esnwxpbab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F%23%2521%2Fvideo%2Fvideo.php%3Fv%3D529937089855%26ref%3Dmf&id=preview�


 Jade Simmons, 2000 Miss America runner-up, 2009 Cliburn 
Competition Web cast host, Arts education advocate, and Musical 
Awakenings contributor at The Angelika Houston  

In addition, pianists from the Cliburn's Musical Awakenings® children's 
education program will be playing in the lobby of each theater on 
pianos provided by Steinway Hall of Dallas/Fort Worth. 
 
OPENING MAY 14 STATEWIDE 
 
AUSTIN - Regal Arbor Cinemas - Tickets 
DALLAS - Angelika Film Center - Tickets 
FORT WORTH - Rave Ridgmar 13 - Tickets 
HOUSTON - Angelika Film Center - Tickets 
PLANO - Angelika Film Center - Tickets 
SAN ANTONIO - Bijou at Crossroads - Tickets 
 
Join the film's Facebook page to get the latest Surprise news, such as 
DVD release dates and additional screenings around Texas.  
 
________________________________________  
 
The pianos provided for the premiere screenings of A Surprise in Texas at 
theaters in Fort Worth, Dallas, and Plano are provided by Steinway Hall. 
Steinway Hall - Dallas/ Fort Worth/Plano was the exclusive piano provider for the 
2009 Van Cliburn International Piano Competition for all competitor practice 
pianos as well as the on-stage competition pianos. Steinway Hall operates as an 
independently owned and operated Steinway & Sons piano dealer.  

The Thirteenth Van Cliburn International Piano Competition documentary is 
made possible by ExxonMobil. Additional funding by the City of Fort Worth, 
XTO Energy Inc., The Burnett Foundation,and Alcon, and by the 
TexasCommission on the Arts. 
  
ExxonMobil is the Principal Corporate Sponsor of the Van Cliburn Foundation. 
American Airlines; "Crystelle Waggoner Charitable Trust" Bank of 
America, Trustee; City of Fort Worth; Star-Telegram; Steinway & Sons; 
and XTO Energy Inc. are Official Corporate Sponsors. Official Sponsors are the 
Amon G. Carter Foundation, Arts Council of Fort Worth and Tarrant 
County, Beaumont Foundation of America, The Burnett Foundation, the 
Sid W. Richardson Foundation, and the T. Boone Pickens Foundation. 
Star-Telegram is the principal media partner, and WRR 101.1 FM is the official 
radio station of Cliburn Concerts. 

________________________________________  
For more information, please contact:  
Maggie Estes, Director of Marketing: mestes@cliburn.org 
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